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THE OLD TESTAMENT

Books of the Old Testament

The Old Testament is made up of thirty-nine books, divided into
four main sections.

HISTORICAL POETRY & WISDOM
PENTATEUCH BOOKS BOOKS

Genesis Joshua Job
Exodus Judges Psalms
Leviticus Ruth Proverbs
Numbers 1 Samuel Ecclesiastes
Deuteronomy 2 Samuel Song of Songs

1 Kings

2 Kings

1 Chronicles

2 Chronicles

Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther

PROPHETIC BOOKS

Major Prophets: Minor Prophets:

Isaiah Hosea Nahum
Jeremiah Joel Habakkuk
Lamentations Amos Zephaniah
Ezekiel Obadiah Haggai
Daniel Jonah Zechariah
Micah Malachi



PENTATEUCH

What Is the Pentateuch?

The Pentateuch is the first five books of the Bible: Genesis,
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

= The word Pentateuch comes from a Greek word
that means “five scrolls”

= |n Hebrew, these books are known as the Torah, which
means “law” or “instruction.”

= |tis God’s instructions for a nation learning
to be God’s people.

These five books lay the basis for the rest of the Bible.
They explain:

= The origin of the universe, of the nations,
and of God’s people.

= The need for God’s direct intervention in
human history—human sin.

= How God acts in the lives of his people.

Main Characters

= God: God is the Pentateuch’s central focus. Each story reveals
something about God, his character, or how he works.

= Abraham: Abraham'’s calling shows God’s initiative to
rescue humanity from sin and death.

u Israel: God decided to work his plan of salvation in and
through Israel, a chosen people.

= Moses: Moses’ life was bound to the life of God’s people
and to God himself.

= The Promised Land: The land is the concrete
representation of God’s promises to Abraham. The
Israelites’ relationship with the land becomes a constant
theme in the Pentateuch and beyond.



BOOK FOCUS

GENESIS

Origins of the world
Origins of the nations
Origins of God’s people

EXODUS

God’s people and their origin as

a nation

Organizing the Israelites to become
God’s people

LEVITICUS

Equipping the people to become
God’s holy nation

The heart of the Torah (Pentateuch)
is holiness

NUMBERS

Organization of God’s people as
God’s army

On the way to reclaim the
Promised Land

Death of the old generation
Birth of the new generation

DEUTERONOMY

God'’s instructions for a new
generation

God’s instructions for a generation
at the entrance of the Promised Land
Basing the identity of God’s people
on the covenant
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BENESIS

THE BEGINNINGS OF CREATION,
THE NATIONS, AND THE ISRAELITES

WRITTEN c. 1446-1406 Bc by Moses
PURPOSE To show that God is sovereign and loves his creation.

SUMMARY The book of Genesis is a book of origins: the good
creation of the world, the start of human problems, and the
beginning of God’s solution to those problems. The stories in
Genesis reveal deeply broken relationships: separation between
God and his creation; rivalries among family members; and
violence between people groups. Yet we also see God beginning
to restore the brokenness by choosing a family—Abraham’s
family—and guiding and rescuing them along the way.

OUTLINE
= The beginning of the world (1-2)
= The beginning of nations (3-10)
= The beginning of the Israelites (11-50)

JESUS IN GENESIS As a book of origins, Genesis shows the
origin of humanity’s greatest predicament: sin. It also shows
that God’s mercy promised his own solution to this quandary:
“And | will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head,
and you will strike his heel” (Genesis 3:15). God’s promises in
Genesis point to his final and perfect solution for humanity’s
fallen state: Jesus, God’s own Son.

KEY VERSE

The Lord said to Abraham: “I will establish my covenant as an
everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants.”
—Genesis 17:7

11
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EXODUS' &

GOD’S DELIVERANCE OF THE ISRAELITES
FROM SLAVERY IN EGYPT

WRITTEN c. 1446-1406 Bc by Moses

PURPOSE To show God’s faithfulness to the covenant and
provide Israel with guidelines for holy living.

SUMMARY The book of Exodus tells the story of God’s people
moving from bondage to freedom. God chooses a man named
Moses to lead the Israelites (Hebrews) out of slavery in Egypt
and into the wilderness where they can worship God. The

God of Israel proves himself to be the only true God, defeating
the false gods of Egypt. At Mt. Sinai, God gives his people
instructions on how to live as a community of holy people.

OUTLINE
= |srael in Egypt (1-15)
= |srael on the way toward Sinai (15-18)
= |srael at Sinai (19-40)

JESUS IN EXODUS Moses’ ministry as judge, priest, and
prophet anticipated Jesus’ own ministry (Hebrews 3:1-6).

The Passover celebration and sacrifice (Exodus 12) help us
understand Christ’s sacrifice on the cross on our behalf. In the
exodus, God liberated Israel from the bondage of Pharaoh with
great acts of power. Now, God has freed us from the bondage of
sin and death with the greatest act of grace and power: Jesus’
death and resurrection.

KEY VERSE

“God said to Moses, ‘I amwHo | am.” This is what you are to say to the
Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.”” —Exodus 3:14
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LAW AND SACRIFICE

ievimeos’ || RN

WRITTEN c. 1446-1406 Bc by Moses

PURPOSE Toinstruct Israel on how to be holy and be a
blessing to others.

SUMMARY The book of Leviticus teaches the Israelites

how to live in the presence of a holy God. It is a detailed list

of instructions for priests, purity rituals, and how to make
atonement for the people’s sins. The atonement made through
sacrifices in Leviticus foreshadows Jesus’ own sacrifice of
himself on the cross that makes atonement for our sins today.

OUTLINE

Sacrifice (1-7)

Priesthood (8-10)

Clean and unclean (11-15)
Day of Atonement (16)
Laws for daily life (17-27)

JESUS IN LEVITICUS God instructed his people from the
tabernacle. The tabernacle, where God’s presence dwelt,

was the place of revelation. In it, God revealed his glory and

his will for his people. Christ is God’s perfect revelation
(Hebrews 1:1-2; Colossians 1:15). Jesus himself came to the
world as a human to “tabernacle” (dwell) among us (John 1:14)
because he is God. Jesus fulfilled all the requirements of the law
(Matthew 5:17), and he was the perfect sacrifice that makes all
other sacrifices unnecessary (Hebrews 9:11-28).

KEY VERSE
“Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because | am the Lord
your God.” —Leviticus 20:7
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NUMBERS.

CENSUS AND HISTORY OF THE
ISRAELITES IN THE WILDERNESS

WRITTEN c. 1446-1406 Bc by Moses

PURPOSE To remind the people about the consequences of
rebelling against God.

SUMMARY The book of Numbers is a story of rebellion and
disobedience alongside God’s grace and mercy. The book
narrates the forty years the Israelites spent in the wilderness.
God punishes his people when they rebel, but he preserves
them and extends grace to the next generation who would enter
the land he had promised to them.

OUTLINE
= First census and laws (1-9)
= Travels from Sinai to Canaan (10-12)
= The spies and the rebellion (13-25)
= Second census (26)
= |sraelites in Moab (27-36)

JESUS INNUMBERS God’s grace extending to a new
generation—an important theme in Numbers—is echoed in
the New Testament. Just as Moses had characterized the
generation of Israelites that died in the wilderness as “evi
(Deuteronomy 1:35), Jesus later characterized his generation as
“wicked and adulterous” (Matthew 12:39; 16:4). And just asin
Numbers, God’s grace reached out to the following generation.

KEY VERSE
“The Lorp bless you and keep you; the Loro make his face shine on
you and be gracious to you.” —Numbers 6:24-25

|u



WRITTEN c. 1446-1406 Bc by Moses

PURPOSE To remind those who would enter the Promised
Land what God expects from them.

SUMMARY After forty years in the wilderness, the people
arrive in Moab at the border of the Promised Land. The book of
Deuteronomy is a series of speeches Moses gave on the plains
of Moab to challenge the younger generation to find their
identity and purpose in their covenant with God.

OUTLINE
= Sermon 1:Journey Review (1-4)
= Sermon 2: Laws (5-28)
= Sermon 3: Covenant (29-30)
= Farewells and Moses’ death (31-34)

JESUS IN DEUTERONOMY The glory to which we look
forward will be revealed when Jesus returns. In the meantime,
we continue to train and “press toward the goal to win the
prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus”
(Philippians 3:14).

KEY VERSE

“Hear, O Israel: The Lorp our God, the Lorp is one. Love the Lorp
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your strength.” —Deuteronomy 6:4-5



HISTORICAL BOOKS

What Are the Historical Books?

These books (from Joshua to Esther) tell the story of the
Israelites’ historical experience with the Promised Land,
with each other, and, most importantly, with their God.

This second section of the Bible picks up where the
Pentateuch ends.

= Moses has died on Mt. Nebo, just outside the Promised Land.
= The Israelites are poised at the edge of the Promised Land.
= Joshua has been chosen to lead the people.

Major Events

The Historical Books cover the history of Israel from the time
of the conquest (around the 1400s Bc) to the time of Ezra and
Nehemiah (around the 400s Bc). In that time:

= |srael changed from a loosely organized group of 12 tribes
to a united kingdom under David and Solomon.
= After King Solomon’s death, the kingdom was divided in
two: Israel in the north and Judah in the south.
= The Northern and Southern Kingdoms each had many
kings who did evil in God’s eyes. As punishment for Israel
and Judah’s disloyalty to God:
- The Northern Kingdom was conquered by the Assyrians
and forced into exile in 722 Bc.
- The Southern Kingdom was conquered by the
Babylonians and forced into exile in 586 Bc.

In the 400s Bc, God restored a remnant of his people from
Babylon. Ezra the priest and Nehemiah the governor returned
with them. They reorganized the religious and political life of
the peoplein Jerusalem.

16



JOSHUA

HISTORY OF THE CONQUEST OF
THE PROMISED LAND

WRITTEN c. 1300s Bc by an unknown author (possibly
Joshua or Samuel)

PURPOSE To assure the people that obedience to God
is rewarded.

SUMMARY The book of Joshua is the story of how God
brought his people into the land he had promised to them
and gave them rest.

OUTLINE
= Conquest of theland (1-12)
= Dividing the land among the Israelite tribes (13-22)
= Joshua's farewell address (23-24)

JESUSIN JOSHUA The name Joshua is connected to the
Hebrew word yehoshua, which means “The Lord [Yahweh] is
salvation,” or “The Lord [Yahweh] gives victory.” His initial name
was Hoshea (Numbers 13:8, 16), which means “salvation.”
Moses changed his name to Joshua. The Greek form of the
name Joshuais Jesus. Jesus is God’s victory over sin and death.
In Jesus, Christians are more than conquerors (Romans 8:37).

KEY VERSE

“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my
servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the
left, that you may be successful wherever you go.” —Joshua 1:7

17



JUDGES

CYCLES OF SIN AND DELIVERANCE
IN THE PROMISED LAND

WRITTEN c. 1350-1000 Bc by an unknown author
(possibly Samuel)

PURPOSE To stress the importance of remaining loyal to God.

SUMMARY After the tribes of Israel settled in the Promised
Land, they began a rapid moral and spiritual decline. But even
in times when they turned their back to God and suffered the
consequences, he was filled with compassion and mercy. When
the people cried out to God, he raised up leaders (called judges)
to deliver his people from oppression and usher in a period of
peace. Yet after a while, the people would begin to do evil again,
and the cycle would begin anew.

JESUS IN JUDGES The judges were deliverers God raised
when they were needed. Jesus is God’s solution to the problems
of sin, oppression, suffering, and evil. His work is definite and
final, though we are still waiting for the final fulfillment of

God’s promises.

OUTLINE
m Reasons for failure (1-2)
= TheJudges (3-16)
= Days of lawlessness (17-21)

KEY VERSE
“In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.”
—Judges 21:25



m REFERENCE | TRIBE | OPPRESSORS

OTHNIEL
EHUD
SHAMGAR
DEBORAH
GIDEON
TOLA

JAR

JEPHTHAH

IBZAN
ELON
ABDON
SAMSON

The Judges

3:7-11
3:12-30

3:31
chapters 4-5
chapters 6-8
10:1-2

10:3-5

10:6-12:7

12:8-10
12:11-12
12:13-15

chapters 13-16

Judah
Benjamin
Unknown
Ephraim
Manasseh
Issachar

Manasseh
(Gilead)

Manasseh
(Gilead)

Judah
Zebulun
Ephraim

Dan

Mesopotamians
Moabites
Philistines
Canaanites
Midianites
Unknown

Unknown

Philistines and
Ammonites

Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

Philistines



A STORY OF A FAITHFUL FOREIGI\iER

WRITTEN c. 1350-1000 Bc by an unknown author
(possibly Samuel)

PURPOSE To demonstrate the faithfulness and kindness that
God desires for us.

SUMMARY Ruth’s story is set during the era of judges, a time
of moral and spiritual decay. Both Naomi (an Israelite) and her
daughter-in-law Ruth (a Moabitess) become widowed and fall
into poverty. Naomi returns from Moab to Bethlehem, and Ruth,
in faithfulness to Naomi, goes with her, making Naomi’s God her
God. In Bethlehem, Ruth, “a woman of noble character” (3:11),
meets Boaz, a man of kindness. Boaz, who is a relative of Naomi,
accepts the role of guardian-redeemer, and marries Ruth and
buys back Naomi’s land.

OUTLINE
= Naomi returns to Bethlehem with Ruth (1)
Ruth meets Boaz (2)
Ruth seeks out Boaz to be the guardian-redeemer (3)
Boaz marries Ruth (4)

JESUSIN RUTH Theidea of aredeemer is important when we
think of Jesus. Jesus redeems us from our fallen, low state. More
directly, Ruth and Boaz are ancestors of Jesus our Savior—the
ultimate guardian-redeemer (Matthew 1:5).

KEY VERSE
Ruth replied to Naomi, “Your people will be my people and your
God my God.” —Ruth 1:16

20



ELIMELEK

NAOMI

MAHLON

KILION

ORPAH

RUTH

BOAZ

OBED

Characters in the Book of Ruth

" WAME | WEANNG | DESCRPTON

“my God is king”

“pleasant(ness)”

“tender” but
also “sickly”

“perfection”
and also
“destruction’

7

“neck”

“to befriend”
and also “to
comfort”

“inwhomin
strength”

“servant” or
“worshiper”

Husband of Naomi who moved his
family from Bethlehem to Moab
because of a famine. He died in
Moab, leaving Naomi a widow.

Elimelek’s wife, who changed her
name to Mara, meaning “bitterness,”
after her husband and sons died.

Son of Elimelek and Naomi. Married
Ruth. Died in Moab.

Son of Elimelek and Naomi. Married
Orpah. Died in Moab.

Wife of Kilion, the son of Naomi and
Elimelek.

Although a Moabitess, Ruth
became a “friend” of God’s people,
and a “comfort” to her mother-in-
law, Naomi.

Boaz surely demonstrated

great strength of character and
convictions to carry on another
person’s (Naomi’s closer relative’s)
responsibility toward Naomi.

Obed was the son of Boaz and
Ruth, father of Jesse, and
grandfather of David.

21



162 SAMUEL

GOD IS KING, BUT WE WANT A HUMAN KING

WRITTEN c. 1100-931 Bc by an unknown author
PURPOSE

1 Samuel: To record how Israel got a king.
2 Samuel: To record King David’s victories and failures.

SUMMARY

Named after Samuel—a prophet and Israel’s last judge—the
book of 1 Samuel shows God’s hand in history during the
transition from the judges through the reign of Israel’s first king.
God appoints King Saul, but eventually rejects him because he
does not follow God'’s instructions. God then chooses a young
shepherd named David to lead his people.

Second Samuel illustrates both God’s blessing upon the faithful
and the disastrous consequences of sin. Though chosen and
blessed by God, King David forgets that God is the ultimate
King. After David commits adultery with Bathsheba and
murders her husband Uriah, family violence and national
rebellion soon follow. Yet we also see God’s mercy, as God
forgives David when he repents.

OUTLINE

1 Samuel
= Samuel (1-7)
= Saul (8-15)
= David (16-31)

2 Samuel
= David’s reign in Judah (1-4)
= David’s reign over Israel (5-10)
= David’s sin and family strife (11-24)

22



JESUS IN SAMUEL

Jesus is present in the book of The Hebrew Bible
Samuel in many different ways: has only one book of
Samuel. When the book
was translated into
Greek—the Septuagint—
the translated text was

Samuel. His roles as prophet,
judge, and priest anticipated Jesus’
work during his earthly ministry.

Saul. Saul was God’s answer to the significantly longer. To
people’s request for a king. Saul’s make it fit better in the
failure contrasts sharply with Jesus’ scrolls, the translators of
victory: Jesus is God’s answer to the Septuagint decided
humanity’s greatest need for a to break the book of
redeemer. Samuel into two parts.

Originally, Samuel was
David. God’s covenant with called 1 and 2 books of
David anticipated the coming of a Kings, and Kings was
Messiah. This Messiah would unify divided into 3 and 4
God'’s people, bring true peace books of Kings.

to the world, and bring God'’s
kingdom to the whole earth.

KEY VERSES

Samuel replied to Saul: “Does the Lorp
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as
much as in obeying the Lorp? To obey is
better than sacrifice.” —1 Samuel 15:22

God’s promise to David: “ have been
with you wherever you have gone. . . .
Now I will make your name great, like
the names of the greatest men on earth.”
—2 Samuel 7:9
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THE LIMITS OF HUMAN RULE

WRITTEN c.561-539 Bc by an unknown author

PURPOSE To demonstrate the value of obeying God and the
danger of disobeying.

SUMMARY

Originally one book with 2 Kings, 1 Kings covers King Solomon’s
impressive achievements: wise governing, completion of the
temple in Jerusalem, and expansion of the kingdom. The book
also explains his eventual downfall: marrying many foreign
wives and worshiping their gods. After Solomon’s death, civil
war tears the kingdom apart.

The book of 2 Kings records the history of the kings of the
Northern Kingdom (Israel) and the Southern Kingdom (Judah).
Despite occasional spiritual reforms—such as King Hezekiah’s
and King Josiah’s reforms—the sins of Israel and Judah
eventually result in their kingdoms being conquered and their
people exiled by the Assyrian and Babylonian Empires.

OUTLINE

1Kings
= King Solomon’s reign (1-10)
= The kingdom splits (11-16)
= Elijah’s ministry (17-22)

2 Kings
= Elisha’s ministry (1-8)
Kings of Israel and Judah (9-16)
Fall of Israel (17)
Hezekiah, Josiah; fall of Judah (18-25)

24



JESUS INKINGS God'’s promise to David of a continuous
descendant on the throne of Israel is the historical and
theological basis for the coming of a Messiah, one who would
unify God’s people, redeem them, and reconcile them with God.
This promise was fulfilled in Jesus, the Messiah, who saves Israel
and the world.

KEY VERSES

Solomon asks God: “Give your
servant a discerning heart to govern
your people and to distinguish
between right and wrong.”
—1Kings 3:9

King Hezekiah’s prayer: “Lorb, the
God of Israel . . . you alone are God
over all the kingdoms of the earth.”
—2Kings 19:15

Although in our English Bibles there
are two books of Kings, the Hebrew text
has only one book. The reason to divide
it was purely practical. When the book was translated into Greek—the
Septuagint—the translated text was significantly longer. To make the
book fit better in the scrolls, the translators decided to break Samuel
and Kings. Originally, Samuel was called 1 and 2 books of Kings, and
Kings was divided into 3 and 4 books of Kings.

25
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STILL THE PEOPLE OF GOD

WRITTEN c. 450-400 Bc by an unknown author
(possibly Ezra)

PURPOSE To encourage the exiles who returned to Judah.
SUMMARY

First Chronicles is a history (or chronicle) of King David’s reign.
Both 1 and 2 Chronicles were written for the Jews returning
from exile, many centuries after David, to encourage them by
connecting them to their past. Their promise and hope for a
restored Israel could be found in remembering what God did
in their history.

Second Chronicles covers history from King Solomon all the
way through the fall of Judah and the decree allowing the exiles
to return home. This history is meant to inspire the people to
remain faithful to God as he has been to them, and also to warn
them about the consequences of complacency, rebellion,

and idolatry.

OUTLINE

1 Chronicles

Genealogies (1-9)
David’s victories (10-20)
David’s census (21-27)
David'’s final days (28-29)

2 Chronicles
= King Solomon (1-9)
= Kings of Judah (10-35)
= Fall of Judah, exile, and the decree to return to Judah (36)

26



JESUS IN CHRONICLES In
Chronicles, God began to fulfill
his promise to restore Israel by
bringing them back from exile. The
hopeful ending anticipates a time
that goes back to David’s kingdom,
with Israel once again a united
people in the Promised Land. In
Jesus, God showed his intention

to restore humanity as a whole
through David’s descendant, the
Messiah, God’s own Son. Jesus

is the fulfillment of that ancient
promise to save humanity from the
bondage of sin, restore them to a
relationship with God, and renew
their hearts and minds.

KEY VERSES

God'’s promise to David: “I will
set [your son] over my house and
my kingdom forever.”

—1 Chronicles 17:14

“As for us, the Lorp is our God,
and we have not forsaken him.”
—2 Chronicles 13:10

As with Samuel and
Kings, Chronicles was
originally one book.
When the Jewish
translators made the
Greek translation of
the Hebrew Bible—the
Septuagint—the book
was too long to fit into
one scroll. For practical
reasons, they divided
the book into 1 and 2
Chronicles.




EZRA

HISTORY OF THE FIRST AND SECOND WAVES
OF JEWS WHO RETURNED TO JERUSALEM

WRITTEN c. 400s Bc by Ezra

PURPOSE To provide an account of the exiles’ return
and restoration.

SUMMARY The book of Ezra shows how God is faithful to his
promise to restore his people. After they spend decades in exile
in Babylon and Persia, King Cyrus of Persia allows the Jews to
return to their homeland. The first wave of returning Jews is led
by Zerubbabel, who oversees the rebuilding of the temple in
Jerusalem. The second wave is led by Ezra, a court scribe and
priest, who guides the community in spiritual renewal.

OUTLINE
= Firstreturn led by Zerubbabel (1-2)
= The templeis rebuilt (3-6)
= Second return led by Ezra (7-8)
= Spiritual restoration (9-10)

JESUSINEZRA The book of Ezra shows the fulfillment of
God’s promises to restore Israel. However, the promise was only
partially fulfilled. The complete fulfillment of God’s promise
occursin Jesus.

KEY VERSE

“[The Lord] is good; his love toward Israel endures forever.”
—Ezra3:11

28



NEHEMIAR

HISTORY OF THE THIRD
WHO RETURNED TO JERUSALEM

WRITTEN c. 400s Bc by Ezra

PURPOSE To provide an account of the exiles’ return
and restoration.

SUMMARY Originally one book with Ezra, the book of
Nehemiah continues where Ezra left off. Nehemiah is a
cupbearer to a Persian king who allows him to lead a group

of Jews to Jerusalem to rebuild the crumbling walls of the city.
This enormous task is completed in only 52 days despite much
opposition. Whereas Ezra led a spiritual restoration, Nehemiah
leads a political and physical restoration of Jerusalem and

its inhabitants.

OUTLINE
= Third return led by Nehemiah (1-2)
= Rebuilding the walls (3)
= Threats and persecution (4-7)
= Renewal and dedication (8-13)

JESUS IN NEHEMIAH The book of Nehemiah shows the
fulfillment of God’s promises to restore Israel. However, the
promise was only partially fulfilled. The complete fulfillment of
God’s promise occurs in Jesus.

KEY VERSE
“Do not grieve, for the joy of the Loro is your strength.”
—Nehemiah 8:10
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A STORY OF COURAGE IN DANGEROUS TIMES

WRITTEN c. 400s Bc by an unknown author

PURPOSE To demonstrate that God is in control in
all circumstances.

SUMMARY The book of Esther is the story of a young Jewish
woman thrown into a world of political intrigue and power plays
in the Persian court in Susa. The story takes place while the Jews
were in exile. Esther becomes queen to Persian King Xerxes |
(Ahasuerus). She makes courageous choices to save her people
from being slaughtered by their enemies.

OUTLINE
= Esther becomes queen (1-2)
Haman'’s plot against the Jews (3)
Esther’s plan to protect her people (4-6)
Haman'’s downfall (7)
The Jews are saved and Purim is established (8-10)

JESUS IN ESTHER Although God is not explicitly named in the
book, his presence is unmistakable throughout the story. In our

busy lives, we often go on living as if Jesus were not present. Yet,
as in Esther, he is ever present and interested in our lives.

KEY VERSE

Mordecai said to Queen Esther: “And who knows but that you
have come to your royal position for such a time as this?”
—Esther4:14
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POETRY & WISDOM BOOKS

What Are the Poetry and Wisdom Books?

This section is composed of five books, four of which are written
in poetry: Job (most of it), Psalms, Proverbs, and Song of Songs.
Ecclesiastes is written mostly in prose.

Poetry has a unique ability to express deep feelings and thoughts
in affective and beautiful ways. For that reason, poetry is the
perfect instrument for wisdom.

The Poetry and Wisdom Books:

= Do not deal directly with Israel’s life at a specific time
in history.

= Reflect on the life of God’s people and their relationship
with God in a more general way.

= Deal with questions about human suffering, death, and
what makes a good life.

Poetry and Wisdom Books Today

These books continue to be important for Christians today.
Their main themes shape the hearts and minds of God’s people:

= Praise and prayer

= Guidance for holy lives

= Our inner relationship with God and our relationships with
others around us
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A STORY OF SFFERIN AND TRUST

WRITTEN Date and author are unknown

PURPOSE To show the sovereignty of God and to illustrate
faithfulness in the midst of suffering.

SUMMARY Though the story of Job is set in an unknown
place called Uz probably around the time of Abraham, its
themes of human suffering and God’s wisdom are timeless. In
the story, Job is a “blameless and upright” (1:1) man who finds
his life overturned. Despite his intense pain, Job does “not sin
by charging God with wrongdoing” (1:22). Inthe end, Job is
reminded that God is sovereign over all creation.

OUTLINE
= Prose: Job tested by losing everything (1-2)
= Poetry: Dialogues (3-41)
- Job and his friends: Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar (3-31)
- Elihu’s speech (32-37)
- God’sanswer to Job (38-41)
= Prose: Job restored (42)

JESUSIN JOB Jesus experienced suffering and can empathize
with our own suffering (Hebrews 4:15). Trusting in Jesus does
not give us all the answers to our doubts and questions, but it
does give peace and comfort in times of suffering.

KEY VERSE

“I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on
the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh | will
see God.”—]ob 19:25-26
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A COLLECTION OF POETIC SONGS

WRITTEN c. 1000-450 sc by David (73 psalms), Asaph
(12 psalms), the sons of Korah (11 psalms), and others

PURPOSE To communicate with God and worship him.

SUMMARY The book of Psalms is a collection of songs
(psalms) written and compiled over a long time span. It can be
separated into five collections (books).

OUTLINE
BOOK | PSALMS THEMES

1 1-41 Prayers of lament and expressions of
confidence in God’s salvation.

2 42-72 Community laments. The book ends with a
royal psalm.

3 73-89 Prayers of lament and distress more intense
and bleak than in books 1 and 2.

4 90-106 The Lord reigns! Book 4 presents the answers
to the bleakness of book 3.

5 107-150 God is in control, faithful, and good. He will

redeem his people.

JESUS IN PSALMS When Jesus said that all of the Scriptures
spoke of him he specifically mentioned the psalms (Luke 24:44).
The New Testament writers quote many of the psalm texts in
connection to Jesus being the promised Messiah.

KEY VERSE “My mouth will speak in praise of the Loro. Let every
creature praise his holy name for ever and ever.” —Psalms 145:21
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S PROVERBS

WISDOM FOR GODLY LIVING

WRITTEN c. 900s-700s Bc by King Solomon and others

PURPOSE To gain wisdom and instruction for prudent
behavior and doing what is right (1:1-3).

SUMMARY The book of Proverbs invites readers to make
life-changing decisions between wisdom and foolishness.

The readers “hear” from both Lady Wisdom and Lady Folly
(Foolishness). Their invitations become alternatives between a
path of wisdom that leads to life and a path of foolishness that
leads to death.

OUTLINE

= |nvitations to choose wisdom or foolishness (1-9)
Proverbs of Solomon (10-21)
Thirty sayings and other wise words (22-24)
Solomon’s sayings (25-29)
Words of Agur and Lemuel (30:1-31:9)
Poem of the wise woman (31:10-31)

JESUS IN PROVERBS Jesus embodies God’s wisdom
(1 Corinthians 1:30). In him “are hidden all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3).

KEY VERSE

“Trust in the Lorp with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make
your paths straight.” —Proverbs 3:5-6
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ECCLESIASTE

SEARCHING FOR MEANING AND TRUTH

WRITTEN c.971-931 Bc by King Solomon or possibly by
different authors in the 500s BC

PURPOSE To examine what a meaningful life is.

SUMMARY The author of Ecclesiastes wants to make

sense out of life, wisdom, and truth. At first, he proposes that
everything is meaningless (vanity). After careful observation,
the pursuit of all worldly pleasures, an assessment of wisdom,
and an analysis of the purpose of life, he concludes that

a meaningful life is not found in those frivolous pursuits.
Instead, itis found in pursuing God as our number one priority,
remembering and obeying our Creator.

OUTLINE
= Everything is meaningless (1-2)
= Atime for everything (3-5)
= Life is not always fair (6-10)
= Remember and obey God (11-12)

JESUS IN ECCLESIASTES The end of the search for truth and
meaning is Jesus Christ. Only by seeking Christ and believing in
his death and resurrection will we find righteousness, salvation,
and true meaning.

KEY VERSE

“Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the duty of all
mankind.” —Ecclesiastes 12:13
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A LOVE SONG

WRITTEN c.971-931 Bc by King Solomon and possibly others
as late as the 500s BC

PURPOSE Toillustrate the joy of authentic love found
in marriage.

SUMMARY Song of Songs is a collection of love poems
declaring mutual love and affection between the lover and

his beloved. The poems are written to present us with the way
things should be within a loving, covenant relationship.

OUTLINE
= Courtship (1-2)
= Wedding (3-4)
= Loving relationship (5-8)

JESUS IN SONG OF SONGS The apostle Paul wrote,
“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church
and gave himself up for her” (Ephesians 5:25). The church is
the bride of Christ. As Christ’s bride, we are his beloved and
participate in a loving, passionate, and intimate relationship
with him. Although Song of Songs is not primarily an allegory
of our relationship with Jesus, it is a superb example of a loving
relationship with our Lord and Savior.

KEY VERSE

“I am my beloved’s and my beloved is mine.”—Song of Songs 6:3
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PROPHETIC BOOKS

What Are the Prophetic Books?

The Prophetic Books record the ministries of the prophets
whom God sent to encourage, warn, and guide his people.
These books are divided into two sections:

= The Major Prophets: Isaiah through Daniel
= The Minor Prophets: Hosea through Malachi (the last book
of the Old Testament)

These books are called major and minor because of their
length—from very long (sixty-six chapters in Isaiah) to very short
(only one chapter in Obadiah).

What Is Prophecy?

Biblical prophets were God’s servants especially called to be his
witnesses. In the Old Testament, prophecy was a tool that God
used to communicate his will to his people. God sent prophets
to his people during times of crisis, such as:

Military threats against God’s people.

When the people rebelled against God’s will.
When hope seemed all but lost.

When the people needed comfort in difficult times.

Old Testament prophets brought the word of God to the people,
and they interceded on behalf of the people before God.

As Scripture says, “Surely the Sovereign Lorp does nothing
without revealing his plan to his servants the prophets”

(Amos 3:7).
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The Prophetic Books
w55

ISAIAH 735-681 Judah

JEREMIAH 626-582 Judah

LAMENTATIONS 586 Judah

EZEKIEL 593-571 Exiles in Babylon

DANIEL 605-535 Exiles in Babylon and Persia

HOSEA 752-722 Northern Kingdom of Israel

JOEL 500s-400s Judah and surrounding
nations

AMOS 760-753 Northern Kingdom of Israel

OBADIAH 586 Edom and the people of Judah

JONAH 783-753 Nineveh (capital of the
Assyrian Empire)

MICAH 738-698 Samaria and Jerusalem

NAHUM 663-612 Nineveh (capital of the
Assyrian Empire)

HABAKKUK 609-598 All God's people

ZEPHANIAH 641-628 Judah and surrounding
nations

HAGGAI 520 Judah and Jerusalem

ZECHARIAH 520-518 Judah and Jerusalem

MALACHI 400s Jerusalem
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- SUBJECT

God’s judgment and salvation

God's judgment, wrath, and destruction of Jerusalem
Alament for the destruction of Jerusalem

God’s presence with his people in exile

God’s sovereignty and future redemption

Israel’s unfaithfulness to their covenant with God

The great and dreadful day of the Lord

God'’s judgment upon Israel for their injustice and lack
of mercy

God’s judgment upon Edom

God’s judgment upon Nineveh; yet God’s mercy extends to all

God’s judgment upon Israel and Judah for their wickedness

God's judgment upon Nineveh for their cruelty against God’s people

God’s judgment, justice, love, and mercy

A call to repentance before the coming judgment on the day of the Lord

A call to rebuild the temple and a message of hope
A call to rebuild the temple and a message of future glory

A call to spiritual renewal
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ISAIAH *

JUDGMENT AND SALVATION

WRITTEN c. 735-681 Bc by the prophet Isaiah

PURPOSE To convince the people that salvation is possible
through repentance for sin and hope in the coming Messiah.

SUMMARY With powerful enemies on all sides and war
looming, God’s people formed political and military alliances
with pagan nations in hopes of protecting themselves.

God commissions the prophet Isaiah to bring messages of
impending judgment if God’s people continue to look for their
salvation in the strength and gods of other nations.

OUTLINE
= Condemnation (1-39)
= Comfortin exile (40-55)
= Future hope (56-66)

JESUS INISAIAH Jesus is the promised Messiah, a
descendant of King David (Isaiah 11:1-2). In his death and
resurrection, Jesus inaugurated a new kingdom—God’s
kingdom. When Jesus returns, there will be a new heaven and a
new earth (Isaiah 65:17-19).

KEY VERSE

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government
will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” —Isaiah 9:6
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JEREMIAH

JUDGMENT, WRATH, AND WEEPING

WRITTEN c. 626-582 Bc by the prophet Jeremiah

PURPOSE To warn the people of destruction and to remind
them of their sin in hopes of bringing them to repentance.

SUMMARY Jeremiah brings a message of judgment against
the people of Judah. He hopes that heartfelt repentance by
God’s people will deter God’s wrath.

OUTLINE
= Jeremiah’s call and message of judgment (1-10)
= Warnings of disaster and exile (11-28)
= New covenant and restoration (29-39)
= Fall of Jerusalem (40-52)

JESUS IN JEREMIAH In Jeremiah, the Messiah is foretold
as a righteous Branch from the line of David. At the Passover
meal on the night Jesus was betrayed, he took the cup and
referenced Jeremiah 31:31, saying, “This cup is the new
covenantin my blood, which is poured out for you” (Luke
22:20). Jesus’ death and resurrection instituted the new
covenant Jeremiah prophesied.

KEY VERSE

“For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the Lorp, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.” —Jeremiah 29:11
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L AMENTATIONS S

S

DIRGE POEM (LAMENT)

WRITTEN c. 586 Bc by the prophet Jeremiah

PURPOSE To express the despair of the people of Judah over
the loss of their land, city, and temple.

SUMMARY Lamentations is an eyewitness account of
the destruction of Jerusalem. The grief expressed in these
poems reveals deep regret and desire for the restoration of
God'’s people.

OUTLINE

= Sorrow of captives (1)
Anger with Jerusalem (2)
Hope and mercy (3)
Punishment (4)
Restoration (5)

JESUS IN LAMENTATIONS So where is Christ to be found in
this book? In the pain and the suffering itself. The language of
verses 2:15-16 and 3:15—"he has filled me with bitter herbs
and given me gall to drink”—appears at the cross—"“There

they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall” (Matthew
27:34). God knows our suffering! The language of Lamentations
expresses Christ’s anguish and sorrow over sin and its

terrible price.

KEY VERSE
“His compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is
your faithfulness.”—Lamentations 3:22-23
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EZEKIEL!

PROPHECIES AND VISIONS
OF GOD’S PRESENCE

WRITTEN c. 593-571 Bc by the prophet Ezekiel

PURPOSE To call God’s people in exile to be faithful to God,
who is stillamong them.

SUMMARY The book of Ezekiel asks a crucial question: Is God
present with us or has he abandoned us? Through prophecies
and visions, Ezekiel communicates God’s message that if the
exiles were to walk humbly with God, then God’s presence with
them would be a source of peace, life, and future restoration.

OUTLINE
= Call of Ezekiel (1-3)
= Coming captivity of Judah (4-24)
= Judgment of other nations (25-32)
= Restoration of God’s people (33-48)

JESUS IN EZEKIEL Some of the most important imagery that
Jesus used to explain his ministry to his disciples comes from
the book of Ezekiel: Jesus is the true temple, the Shepherd King
(Ezekiel 34), and the source of living waters (Ezekiel 47:1-2;
John 4:10-14; 7:38-39).

KEY VERSE

“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; | will remove
from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.”
—Ezekiel 36:26
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WRITTEN c. 605-535 Bc by the prophet Daniel

PURPOSE To convince the exiles that God is sovereign and to
provide them with a vision of their future redemption.

SUMMARY The first part of the book tells about Daniel and
his friends in the Babylonian court. This account shows God’s
people how to obey God while in the midst of a foreign, hostile
land. The second part of the book includes Daniel’s visions. The
purpose of these visions is to reassure God’s people that God is
in control.

OUTLINE
= Daniel and his friends (1-6)
= Daniel’s visions (7-12)

JESUS IN DANIEL The phrase “son of man” is just the Hebrew
way of saying human being (8:17). But the name takes on

a special significance in Daniel 7:13-14, where it describes
someone who rides on the clouds, is given an everlasting
kingdom, and is worshiped. The term became a title that
referred to the coming Messiah. It was the title Jesus most
preferred when speaking of himself.

KEY VERSE

“In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom
that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It
will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will
itself endure forever.” —Daniel 2:44
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WARNINGS TO A SPIRIT
ADULTEROUS NATION

WRITTEN c. 752-722 Bc by the prophet Hosea

PURPOSE Toillustrate Israel’s spiritual adultery and warn
of destruction.

SUMMARY Hosea is a prophet during the decline and fall of
the Northern Kingdom of Israel. God commands him to marry
an adulterous woman as a real-life illustration of God’s never-
failing love for the people of Israel, who were being unfaithful to
their covenant relationship with God.

OUTLINE

Hosea and his unfaithful wife (1-3)
Unfaithful Israel (4-10)

God’s love and anger (11-13)
Israel’s hope (14)

JESUS IN HOSEA Jesus fulfilled Hosea’s prophecy by
redeeming a people who broke God’s heart through
unfaithfulness. Jesus delivered God’s people from the slavery
of sin and death, often equated to the bondage the Israelites
experienced in Egypt. Jesus, the Lion of Judah, roars upon his
victory over the grave that delivers us from our Egypts and
Assyrias, from all those places in our lives that hold us captive.

KEY VERSE
“I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather
than burnt offerings.” —Hosea 6:6
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PROPHECIES ABOUT THE GREAT AND
DREADFUL DAY OF THE LORD

WRITTEN Possibly c. 500s-400s Bc by the prophet Joel

PURPOSE To call Judah to repentance in order to
avoid judgment.

SUMMARY Joel warns God’s people about the judgment

they will face on the day of the Lord, but also of the amazing
blessings God will pour out on those who heed the word of

the Lord.

OUTLINE
= Locust plague (1:1-20)
= Army from the north (2:1-27)
= Day ofthe Lord (2:28-3:21)

JESUS IN JOEL The prophet Joel anticipated the day of the
Lord as a great and dreadful day. It was a day of salvation and
judgment. Jesus came to the world to save it (John 3:16), and
one day will come to judge it (Acts 10:42; 17:31). The prophet
visualized a single day to come. Yet, Jesus is fulfilling the
prophecy in two parts: in his first coming about 2,000 years
ago and when he returns in power, glory, and victory.

KEY VERSE

“I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see
visions.”—Joel 2:28 (See Acts 2:14-21)
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WRITTEN c. 760-753 Bc by the prophet Amos

PURPOSE To accuse and judge Israel for injustice and
lack of mercy.

SUMMARY Amos prophesies during a time of great material
prosperity and peace. The people have become apathetic
toward God, corrupting their worship and treating the poor
unjustly. Amos, a shepherd from a small village, is sent by God
to tell the people to change their ways or else face the judgment
of God.

OUTLINE
= |srael and its neighbors (1-4)
= Call to repentance (5:1-17)
= False religion, injustice, pride (5:18-6:14)
= Judgment and restoration (7-9)

JESUS IN AMOS Jesus echoes Amos continuously. He
commanded his followers to feed the hungry, to clothe the
naked, to welcome the outcasts, to care for the sick, and to visit
the imprisoned (Matthew 25:31-46). Jesus also criticized the
religious leaders for offering “lip service” to God, but not truly
living a God-pleasing life (Matthew 15:1-20).

KEY VERSE
“Seek good, not evil, that you may live. Then the Loro God Almighty
will be with you.” —Amos 5:14
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OBADIAH

AVISION AGAINST EDOM

WRITTEN c. 586 Bc by the prophet Obadiah
PURPOSE To prophesy against Edom.

SUMMARY Obadiah, the shortest book in the Old Testament,
judges the people of Edom for their disregard and mistreatment
of the Israelites in Judah. Edom was a small kingdom southwest
of the Dead Sea with a long history of hostility with Israel. In
time, the Babylonian empire destroyed Edom.

OUTLINE (verses)
= Judgment of Edom (1-9)
= Edom’s violations (10-14)
= |srael’svictory (15-21)

JESUS IN OBADIAH Obadiah promised the people of Judah
that God will keep the promise he made to Abraham. His people
will receive redemption and their promised inheritance. Jesus
fulfilled the promises made to Abraham. Those who believe

in Jesus receive redemption and their promised inheritance
(Colossians 1:9-14; Hebrews 9:15).

KEY VERSE

“Because of the violence against your brother Jacob [the Israelites],
you will be covered with shame; you will be destroyed forever.”
—Obadiah 10

48



WRITTEN c. 783-753 Bc by the prophet Jonah
PURPOSE To show that God loves all people.

SUMMARY It takes a storm, a great fish, and God’s relentless
pursuit of Jonah to get him to obey God'’s call to prophesy in the
wicked and dangerous city of Nineveh. When Jonah does go to
Nineveh, the Ninevites repent and God spares them from wrath.
God’s mercy extends to all people, even those who appear
beyond redemption.

OUTLINE
= Jonah flees from God (1)
= Jonah prays inside the great fish (2)
= Jonah prophesiesin Nineveh (3)
= Jonah resents God’s mercy (4)

JESUSIN JONAH Jesus compared himself to Jonah (Matthew
12:40-41). First, Jonah spent three days in the belly of a great
fish and Jesus spent three days in the belly of the earth. Second,
Jonah preached repentance to the Gentiles in Nineveh and God
showed them mercy. In the same way, the gospel of Christ will
be preached to the Gentiles and they too will receive the grace
and mercy of God.

KEY VERSE

“You are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and
abounding in love.”—Jonah 4:2
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MERCY, AND WALK HUMBLY

WRITTEN c. 738-698 Bc by the prophet Micah
PURPOSE To warn people of God’s judgment and to offer hope.

SUMMARY Micah prophesies against the leaders of his
people for their injustice, greed, and pride. Micah brings word
of the destruction of Samaria and Jerusalem, but also proclaims
a vision of future redemption and forgiveness.

OUTLINE
= Judgment and deliverance (1-5)
= Confession and restoration (6-7)

JESUS IN MICAH Micah predicts the birthplace of Jesus in
Bethlehem, but more than that, this prophecy states that this
“shepherd” will lead God’s people into an eternal kingdom
that will reach to the ends of the earth (Micah 5:2-4). When
the angel Gabriel announced the birth of Jesus to Mary, he told
her that Jesus “will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his
kingdom will never end” (Luke 1:33).

KEY VERSE
“What does the Lorp require of you? To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God.” —Micah 6:8
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PROPHECY AB
DESTRUCTION OF NINEVEH

WRITTEN c. 663-612 Bc by the prophet Nahum
PURPOSE To pronounce judgment on Nineveh.

SUMMARY God calls Nahum to warn about judgment
against the Assyrian capital of Nineveh for their cruelty and
idolatry. Though God is slow to anger, he will avenge his people
for the atrocities Assyria committed against them. In 612

BC, Nahum'’s prophecy was fulfilled when Assyria fell to the
Babylonian Empire.

OUTLINE
= Mercy and justice (1)
= Nineveh will fall (2)
= Woe to Nineveh (3)

JESUS INNAHUM God isastern judge, but he is also
merciful. God’s mercy reached its culmination with Jesus on
the cross. The apostle Paul writes, “For God did not appoint us
to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ. He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep,
we may live together with him” (1 Thessalonians 5:9-10).

KEY VERSE

“The Lorp is slow to anger but great in power; the Lorp will not leave
the guilty unpunished.” —Nahum 1:3



HABAKKUKs

A PROPHET ASKS GOD ABOUT
JUSTICE AND MERCY

WRITTEN c. 609-598 Bc by the prophet Habakkuk
PURPOSE To affirm that the wicked will not prevail in the end.

SUMMARY Habakkuk asks the question: Why does God let
people get away with evil? Habakkuk grapples with how God’s
anger and justice relate to his love and mercy. At the end of the
book, Habakkuk recognizes that no matter what doubts he has,
he knows that God will always render a righteous judgment in
the end.

OUTLINE
= First complaintand answer (1:1-11)
= Second complaint and answer (1:12-2:20)
= Prayer of praise (3:1-19)

JESUS IN HABAKKUK Habakkuk recognized that God would
eventually bring justice and redeem his people (Habakkuk
3:13). God’s ultimate redemption comes to completion in Jesus
Christ. By the grace of God, Jesus crushed wickedness. On the
cross, Jesus overcame sin, death, and Satan, offering the world
God'’s love, mercy, and justice (Ephesians 2:1-10).

KEY VERSE

“I will rejoice in the Loro, | will be joyful in God my Savior.”
—Habakkuk 3:18
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ZEPHANIAH

WARNINGS ABOUT JUDGMENT
ON THE DAY OF THE LORD

WRITTEN c.641-628 Bc by the prophet Zephaniah
PURPOSE To motivate Judah to repentance.

SUMMARY Zephaniah prophesies during the reign of King
Josiah, the last of Judah’s good kings, who instituted spiritual
reforms among the people. Zephaniah proclaims that the doom
of the day of the Lord will be devastating to Judah and their
neighbors unless they repent. He urges them to act quickly!

OUTLINE
= The day of the Lord (1)
= Judgment on Judah and other nations (2)
= Aremnant restored (3)

JESUS IN ZEPHANIAH The day of the Lord is inevitable and
on that day, God will judge the nations and make new heavens
and a new earth. All who confess Jesus as their Redeemer will be
saved (2 Peter 3:10-13).

KEY VERSE

“The great day of the Lorp is near—near and coming quickly.”
—Zephaniah 1:14
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A MESSAGE TO REBUILD THE TEMPLE

WRITTEN c. 520 Bc by the prophet Haggai

PURPOSE To urge the people to complete rebuilding
the temple.

SUMMARY InHaggai’s time, the Jews had returned to
Jerusalem after 70 years of exile. At first they enthusiastically
began rebuilding the temple, but soon fell into apathy. God’s
message through Haggai challenges the people to complete
the task at hand because God is with them. The temple was
completed four years laterin 516 BC.

OUTLINE
= Rebuild the temple (1)
= Be strong, be holy, be blessed (2)

JESUS IN HAGGAI The temple and Zerubbabel foreshadowed
the future ministry of the coming Messiah.

The Messiah would be the desire of all nations (Haggai 2:6-7),
chosen, authoritative, like a signet ring on God’s hand. God
would once more shake the world and fill his temple with the
glory of Christ.

KEY VERSE

“Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses,
while [the Lord’s] house remains a ruin? Give careful thought to
your ways.” —Haggai 1:4-5
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ZEGCHARIAH

VISIONS AND MESSAGES ABOUT
THE LORD’S REIGN OVER ALL

WRITTEN c. 520-518 Bc by the prophet Zechariah
PURPOSE To give hope to the remnant in Israel.

SUMMARY Zechariah, a prophet of priestly lineage, traveled
to Jerusalem from exile with the group who returned under
Zerubbabel. Along with the prophet Haggai, Zechariah
encourages the people to rebuild the temple. Zechariah’s
visions and messages of hope look forward to a time when
God'’s reign will be recognized throughout the world.

OUTLINE
= Visions and messages (1-8)
= Oracles against the nations (9-14)

JESUS IN ZECHARIAH The “Servant Branch” in Zechariah 3:8
and 6:11-13 isa Messianic figure who will save his people. In
Zechariah 6:9-15, the Branch is described as both a priest and
aking. Jesus fulfilled God’s promises of the Branch by being a
servant of God and our ultimate High Priest and King.

KEY VERSE
““Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lorp
Almighty.”—Zechariah 4:6
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MALACHI

THE COMING DAY OF THE LORD

WRITTEN c. 400s Bc by the prophet Malachi

PURPOSE To examine Judah’s actions and make sure God
has priority.

SUMMARY Malachi calls for spiritual renewal among a people
who had largely given up on God. The people had returned
from exile and completed rebuilding the temple, but the
blessings that Haggai and Zechariah prophesied about had

yet to materialize. The people began to doubt God’s blessings.
With six prophetic speeches, Malachi urges the people to
recognize their own unfaithfulness—shorting tithes, bringing
unacceptable sacrifices, ignoring God’s law—because the day
of reckoning, the day of the Lord, is coming.

OUTLINE
= Six prophetic speeches (1-3)
= The day of the Lord (4)

JESUS IN MALACHI In Malachi, God promised to send his
messenger. In fact, God would show up in the temple. God
appeared in his temple in Christ (John 2:13-22). God’s way was
prepared by John the Baptist, who came in the spirit of Elijah
(Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:11-13; Luke 1:13-17). Jesus’ purpose
was not merely to judge but to save.

KEY VERSE

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food
in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lorp Almighty, “and see if |
will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so
much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.”
—Malachi 3:10
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THE NEW TESTAMENT

Books of the New Testament

The New Testament consists of twenty-seven books. The four
Gospels narrate the life of Jesus Christ and Acts tells the story
of the first Christians. The twenty-one epistles are letters from
early church leaders to churches and believers. The book of
Revelation is the only book that is written in an apocalyptic
style; in other words, the book relates its message through
signs, symbols, dreams, and visions.

EPISTLES & REVELATION

Matthew Paul’s Epistles: General Epistles:
Mark Romans Hebrews
Luke 1 Corinthians James
John 2 Corinthians 1 Peter

Galatians 2 Peter
Acts Ephesians 1 John

Philippians 2 John

Colossians 3 John

1 Thessalonians Jude

2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy Revelation

2 Timothy

Titus

Philemon

57



Holy Land: New Testament

Damascus
Sidon °
Zarepk:?RlA AMt. Hermon
D eCaesarea-Philippi
Lake
Huldah
TETRARCHY
ERSTARIS OF PHILIP
Chorazm.A Bethsaida
cg)apernaum
ennesaret oDion

Mediterranean DECAPOLIS
Sea
SAMARIA
Samariae eGerasa
Shecheme?Sychar
Jobpa eAntipatris oGedora
eP Ephraimg PEREA
JUDEA Jeric.ho
gr;g;?r:'lsGarden of Gethsemane
ran
JerusalemeaMt. ofO' es AMt. Nebo
od eBethany
Bethlehem
eHebron

En-Gedie|pead

IDUMEA Masada
®Beersheba




GOSPELS

What Are the Gospels?

The word gospel comes from the Greek word euangelion, which
means “good news.” The Gospels tell the good news about the
actions and teachings of Jesus. God’s promises to his people

in the Old Testament are now fulfilled in Jesus. We do not find

just one story about Jesus. Rather, we find four: Matthew, Mark,

Luke, and John.

The Synoptic Gospels and John

The word synoptic means “seen together.” It refers to the first

three Gospels: Matthew, Mark, and Luke. These Gospels often
contain related stories in very similar language. The Gospel of
John, however, includes material that the other writers do not,

and the wording is often different.

GOSPEL AUDIENCE FOCUS

MATTHEW @ AJewish cultural world Jesus as Messiah

MARK A Greek cultural world Jesus as the Son of Man

LUKE A Gentile world Jesus as the Savior of
the world

JOHN The whole world Jesus as the Son of God
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MATTHEW

JESUS, THE PROMISED MESSIAH

WRITTEN . ap 60 by Matthew (Levi), a tax collector and one
of Jesus’ twelve disciples, to a Jewish Christian audience

PURPOSE  To show Jesus as the Son of David, the kingly
Messiah who fulfills prophecy.

SUMMARY  Matthew focuses on the many ways Jesus fulfilled
Old Testament prophecies and God’s grand plan of salvation
for Israel and the world. Most Jews at the time of Jesus expected
the Messiah to be a military
leader who would liberate them
from the Romans. But Jesus was
an unexpected Messiah. He did
liberate people, but not from
Rome; rather, he freed them from
sinand death.

The word Messiah is
derived from a Hebrew
word meaning “anointed
one,” like the Greek word
Christ. The term referred

OUTLINE to one who would come
= Preparing the way (1-4) torule Israel, restore
the kingdom of David,

= Jesusin Galilee (5-18) !

= Jesus’ last days in Judea and and bring peace a,nd
Jerusalem (19-27) prosperity to God’s

= Resurrection and Great people.
Commission (28)

KEY VERSE

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
—Matthew 28:19 (The Great Commission)
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c. AD 50s by John Mark, a disciple of Peter and a
friend of Paul, to a Gentile (possibly Roman) Christian audience

To show Jesus as the
suffering Son of Man sent to serve

and not be served. The phrase Son ofMan
expresses the promise of
Mark shows that a king, one who would
the good news of God’s rule over defeat the forces of evil
all things is revealed by Jesus’ and establish God’s
teachings and miracles. Jesus, the eternal kingdom.

Son of Man, is God’s active agent,

his power in the world, and his

means of defeating sin, death, and

the devil. Yet Jesus, our kingly champion, appears in humility.
Jesus shares in the suffering that probably many of Mark’s
original audience experienced in persecution for their faith.

= Beginning of Jesus’ ministry (1)
= Jesus’ public ministry (2-10)
= InJerusalem (11-16)

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” —Mark 10:45
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c. AD 60-62 by Luke (also the author of Acts),
likely a doctor and Gentile fellow traveler with Paul, to a
Gentile audience

To show Jesus as
the Savior of the world who has ‘-}
compassion for all people. f/|

Luke emphasizes

how the good news of Jesus is for
everyone. He also focuses on the The word gospel
presence and power of the Holy (meaning “good news”)
Spirit (4:14); the fact that God’s refers to the birth of the

kingdom is here and belongs

to his children (12:32); Jesus’

care and help for the poor and
disadvantaged (6:17-19); and the
importance of praying (18:1), as he
records more instances of prayer
than the other three Gospels.

true king, one who came
first to be a humble
servant and a savior,
and who will rule as

the rightful king of all
forever.

= Jesus’ birth and childhood (1-2)

= John the Baptist prepares the way (3-4)
= Jesusin Galilee (5-9)

= Jesus on the way to Jerusalem (10-18)
= Jesusin Jerusalem (19-24)

“I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the
Messiah, the Lord.”—Luke 2:10-11
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JESUS THE SON OF GOD

WRITTEN c.ap85-95 by John, one of Jesus’ twelve disciples
and the author of 1, 2, and 3 John and Revelation, to both a
Jewish and Gentile audience

PURPOSE  To show Jesus as the
Son of God, the Word made flesh,
who provides eternal life for all who
believe in him.

The expression Son of
God referred back to
King David. Initially,
calling Jesus “the Son of

SUMMARY  John tells us: “These God” meant that he was
are written that you may believe Israel's king, descendant
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of David, the Messiah.
of God, and that by believing you But Jesus is not king of
may have life in his name” (20:31). Israel alone. He is the
John’s Gospel teaches us who Jesus King of kings and God
is, and that by putting our faith in himself in the flesh.
him we have eternal life.

OUTLINE

= The Word of God (the Son) becomes flesh (1)

= First year of Jesus’ ministry (first Passover) (2-4)

= Second year of Jesus’ ministry (second Passover) (5)
= Third year of Jesus’ ministry (third Passover) (6-11)
m Last Passover (12-19)

= Resurrection and appearances of Jesus (20-21)

KEY VERSE

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
—John 3:16
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THE BOOK OF ACTS

The book of Acts is a natural continuation of the Gospels. The
good news of Jesus continues in the work of Jesus’ disciples,
firstin Jerusalem and then throughout the world. Similar to the
Historical Books in the Old Testament, Acts gives identity to
God’s people today by showing us how God’s mission spread to
all people and nations.
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c. AD 60-62 by Luke (also the author of the Gospel
of Luke), likely a doctor and Gentile fellow traveler with Paul,

to a Gentile audience

To record how the Holy Spirit acted through

believers to spread the word of God.

The book of Acts
picks up where the Gospel of Luke
left off, with Jesus’ resurrection
and then ascension into heaven.
Acts tells the story of what the
disciples did as a response to
Jesus’ commissioning them to be
his witnesses (Acts 1:4-5, 8). The
events in Acts show how the work
of the Holy Spirit in the lives of
believers (the church) spreads the
good news of salvation in Jesus.

= Mission in Jerusalem (1-7)

= Mission in Judea and Samaria
(8-12)

= Mission beyond Israel (13-28)

“But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.” —Acts 1:8

Pentecost

Pentecost was a feast
commemorating the
giving of the Law, which
gave God’s people
guidance, identity,
strength, instruction,
comfort, and light.

On that feast day the
disciples received the
Holy Spirit, who would
teach, guide, comfort,
strengthen, and give
light to God’s people,
the church.

65



EPISTLES

The epistles (or letters) make up twenty-one of the twenty-
seven books in the New Testament. The epistles explain the
effects of Jesus’ ministry, the coming of the Holy Spirit, and the
spread of the gospel.

The epistles are traditionally grouped into two sections:

= Paul’s Epistles are the thirteen letters written by the apostle
Paul (Romans through Philemon).

= The General Epistles are the eight letters written by other
apostles or early church leaders (Hebrews through Jude).

EPISTLE AUTHOR | DATE AUDIENCE

James James 49 Christian Jews in and
around Jerusalem

Galatians Paul 48-49 | Churches in the Roman
province of Galatia

1Thessalonians @ Paul 50-52 | Church in the city of
Thessalonica

2 Thessalonians | Paul 50-52 | Church in the city of
Thessalonica

1 Corinthians Paul 55-56 | Church in the port city of
Corinth

2 Corinthians Paul 56 Church in the port city of
Corinth

Romans Paul 57 Church in Rome

Philippians Paul 60-62 | Church in the important
Roman colonial city of
Philippi
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R e
EPISTLE | AUTHOR | DATE AUDIENCE

Colossians Paul 60-62 | Church in Colossae (in
modern-day Turkey)

Philemon Paul 60-62 | Philemon, a leader at the
church in Colossae
Ephesians Paul 60-62 | Church in the Hellenistic
cultural center of Ephesus
1 Timothy Paul 62-66 | Timothy, one of Paul’s

disciples, who was
ministering in Ephesus

Titus Paul 64-66 | Titus, one of Paul's disciples,
who was ministering on the
island of Crete

1 Peter Peter 64-65 | Churchesin Roman
provinces of Asia Minor
(modern-day Turkey)

2 Peter Peter 64-65 | Churchesin Roman
provinces of Asia Minor
(modern-day Turkey)

2 Timothy Paul 66-67 | Timothy, one of Paul's
disciples, who was
ministering in Ephesus

Jude Jude 60s-80s | Unknown. Perhaps
addressed to Jewish
Christians.

Hebrews Unknown 60-69 | Jewish Christians

1John John 85-95 | Churches in Asia Minor

2 John John 85-95 | Probably to a house church
in Asia Minor

3John John 85-95 | Gaius, a Christianina

church in Asia Minor
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Paul’s Key Teachings

The apostle Paul’s thirteen epistles contain essential discussions of a wide
variety of topics. Here are a few of his key teachings.

SIN is the universal
human condition.

THE LAW shows us
our sin.

JUSTIFICATION
comes through
faith in Christ.

THE GRACE of God
saves us.

RIGHTEOUSNESS
is given by God.

CHRIST is Lord over
all.

THE HOLY SPIRIT is
believers’ guide.

THE CHURCH is
diverse, but unified.

PRAYER is essential
for all believers.

LOVE is the most
important quality.
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“All have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God.”Romans 3:23; also Romans 1:18-32

“Through the law we become conscious of
our sin.”Romans 3:20; also Romans 3:28;
Galatians 3:1-14, 21-22

“A person is not justified by the works of the law,
but by faith in Jesus Christ.” Galatians 2:16; also
Romans 5:1

“By grace you have been saved.”Ephesians 2:8;
also Romans 5:20

“This righteousness is given through faith in
Jesus Christ to all who believe.” Romans 3:22;
also Galatians 5:5-6; Philippians 3:9

“There is but one Lord, Jesus Christ.”
1 Corinthians 8:6; also Colossians 1:15-20

“Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in
step with the Spirit.” Galatians 5:25; also
Romans 8:1-17; 2 Corinthians 5:5

“You are the body of Christ, and each one of
you is a part of it.”1 Corinthians 12:27; also
Galatians 3:28

“By prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God.” Philippians 4:6;
also Colossians 4:2; 1 Thessalonians 5:17

“These three remain: faith, hope and love.
But the greatest of these is love.”
1 Corinthians 13:13; also Colossians 3:14



A LETTER ABOUT THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL

WRITTEN c. Ap 57 by the apostle
Paul to Christians in Rome

PURPOSE To teach about law,
faith, salvation, and righteous
living.

SUMMARY The epistle to the
Romans is Paul’s most theologically
complex letter. It details crucial
topics of the Christian faith. But

itis also a personal letter. Paul
sends greetings and encourages
believers in Rome to be unified and
live wisely.

OUTLINE
= The power of the gospel (1-8)
= |srael and the gospel (9-11)
= The gospel in believers’ lives
(12-16)

JESUS IN ROMANS

Paul’s encounter with
Christin Acts 9 put

him on a radically new
path. He went from
fiercely persecuting
Christians to becoming
the greatest Christian
missionary of all time.
He authored more
books of the Bible than
anyone else. Paul’s faith
eventually cost him

his life. According to
tradition, Paul (along
with the apostle Peter)
was martyred in Rome
under Emperor Nero's
persecution of Christians
in Ap 64-68.

The letter includes Paul’s presentation of the gospel. Jesus is
the central figure and the climax of the gospel story. In his letter,
Paul presents the power of God through Jesus: his full grace
displayed in his sacrifice, and his justice fulfilled in his death

and resurrection.

KEY VERSE

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind.” —Romans 12:2
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1 CORINTHIANS Ry

ALETTER TO CLEAR UP MISUNDERSTANDINGS

WRITTEN c. Ap 55-56 by the apostle Paul to Christians
in Corinth

PURPOSE To address divisions and immorality in the church,
and to encourage believers to love one another.

SUMMARY There was a lot of confusion in the church at
Corinth (5:9-10). Paul wrote this letter to answer questions
about the issues they faced, including Christian conscience,
sexual conduct, spiritual gifts, love, and the resurrection.

OUTLINE

= Divisions (1-4)
Morality (5-11)
Doctrine (12-15)
Final greetings (16)

JESUS IN 1 CORINTHIANS Jesus’ resurrection is at the heart
of the Christian proclamation of the good news and of our faith.
His resurrection gives us hope in uncertain times, courage for
the times of trials, and guidance when we feel disoriented.

KEY VERSE

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast,
itis not proud.”—1 Corinthians 13:4
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Eyewitnesses to Jesus’ Resurrection

Paul lists eyewitnesses to Jesus’ resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15.
Along with information from the Gospels and Acts, there were at
least eleven separate appearances to over 500 individuals.

REFERENCE EYEWITNESS

John20:1-18

Matthew 28:8-10; Mark 16:1;
Luke 24:10

1 Corinthians 15:5
Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-25

1 Corinthians 15:5 (probably the
same as John 20:26-29)

Luke 24:13-35
John 21:1-25

1 Corinthians 15:6
1 Corinthians 15:7

1 Corinthians 15:7 (see also
Mark 16:19-20; Luke 24:50-53;
Acts 1:9-11, 21-22)

1 Corinthians 15:8 (see also
Acts 9:1-19; 22:1-18; 26:12-18)

Mary Magdalene

The women (probably Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James and Salome, Joanna, and
others)

Peter

The Twelve minus Thomas
The Twelve

Two on the road to Emmaus
Seven fishing on the Sea of Galilee
Five hundred believers

James the brother of the Lord

All the apostles

Paul on the road to Damascus
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2 BURINTHIANS‘-;;_. X,

PAUL'S MOST PERSONAL LETTER

WRITTEN c. ap 56 by the apostle
Paul to Christians in Corinth

PURPOSE To defend Paul’s
call as an apostle and to address
deceivers.

SUMMARY In this letter, Paul
reinforces what he wrote in 1
Corinthians and then offers a
passionate defense of his ministry
in the face of many attacks.

OUTLINE

Apostleship (1-7)

= Sacrificial giving (8-9)
= False apostles (10-12)
= Final greetings (13)

JESUS IN 2 CORINTHIANS

The apostle Paul’s ministry

was modeled after Jesus’ own
ministry of reconciliation. In Paul’s

Who Was Paul?

Paul was an archenemy
of Christianity, who
amazingly became

the greatest Christian
missionary of all time.
He authored more books
of the Bible than anyone
else and is called the
“apostle to the Gentiles.”

weakness, Christ’s glory is more fully displayed. Jesus shone
in Paul’s suffering, was revealed in Paul’s preaching, and was

glorified in Paul’s ministry.

KEY VERSE

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in

weakness.” —2 Corinthians 12:9
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WRITTEN c. Ap 48-49 by the apostle Paul to Christians
in Galatia

PURPOSE To warn against legalism and defend justification
by faith.

SUMMARY Paul defends his authority as an apostle and
argues that the true gospel teaches that justification is by

faith, contrary to what some false preachers in the church were
saying. He urges believers to use their freedom in Christ to walk
in the Spirit and not in the sinful desires of the flesh.

OUTLINE
= Paul’s defense (1-2)
= Justification by faith (3-4)
® Living by the Spirit (5-6)

JESUS IN GALATIANS By the grace of God, Jesus died so that
all who believe in him are saved. To suggest one is justified by
anything other than faith in Jesus is corrupting the grace of God
that is Jesus Christ, his death, and his resurrection.

KEY VERSE

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”
—Galatians 5:22-23
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EPHESIANS

ALETTER ABOUT LIVING IN
GOD-HONORING WAYS

WRITTEN c. Ap 60-62 by the apostle Paul to Christians
in Ephesus

PURPOSE To show believers what it means to be a follower of
Christ and encourage them in their spiritual walk.

SUMMARY Writing from a prison in Rome, Paul encourages
believers in Ephesus as they face tremendous pressure to
participate in the sinfulness of their surroundings. Ephesus—a
cosmopolitan city with Jews, Greeks, and Romans—was known
for its many pagan cults.

OUTLINE
= Grace(1)
= Reconciliation (2-3)
= Christian living (4-6)

JESUS IN EPHESIANS Paul describes the church as the body
of Christ. Our identity as believers comes by our being in and
with Christ. Jesus is at the center of the identity, activity, and
future of the church. God has equipped all believers to serve
Christin the world.

KEY VERSE
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.” —Ephesians 2:8
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God'’s Riches to Believers

In his many letters, Paul often uses the phrase, “in Christ.”
The letter of Ephesians contains the most examples. The
phrases “with Christ” and “through Christ” are also used.
In Christ, believers:

= Have every spiritual blessing reserved in heaven (1:3).

= Are chosen before the creation of the world to be holy
and blameless (1:4, 11).

= Are predestined to be adopted as children of God (1:5, 11).

= Are given grace, have redemption and forgiveness, and
receive wisdom (1:6-8).

= Are marked with God’s seal of the promised Holy Spirit
asaguarantee (1:13-14).

= Have resurrection power (1:19-20).

= Are made alive (2:5).

= Are created anew (2:10, 15-16).

= Are brought near to God (2:13).

= Have access to the Father through the Spirit (2:18).

= Are built and joined together into a spiritual temple
(2:21-22).

= May approach God with freedom and confidence (3:12).
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PHILIPPIANS

A LETTER ABOUT LIVING LIKE CHRIST

WRITTEN c. Ap 60-62 by the apostle Paul to Christians
in Philippi

PURPOSE To express Paul’s love and affection for believers.

SUMMARY Under house arrest in Rome, Paul urges believers
to “have the same mindset as Christ Jesus” (2:5) and learn to
live humbly, so that there is unity in the church.

OUTLINE
= Paul’simprisonment (1)
= Living humbly like Christ (2)
= Encouragement to press on (3)
= Pleafor unity (4)

JESUS IN PHILIPPIANS The view that Paul offers of Jesus in
this letter is breathtaking. The glorious Lord humbled himself to
become like one of us. Such humility is best demonstrated in his
obedience, which led him to a gruesome death. Yet, God lifted
him up (exalted him) from his humiliation and put him above

all things.

KEY VERSE

“... being confident of this, that he who began a good work in
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”
—Philippians 1:6

76



COLOSSIANS

A LETTER ABOUT THE SUPREMACY OF CHRIST

WRITTEN c. Ap 60-62 by the apostle Paul to Christians
in Colossae

PURPOSE To counteract false teachings about Christ and to
encourage believers.

SUMMARY The church in Colossae was dealing with false
teachings, including the legalism of requiring Gentile Christians
to follow Jewish religious laws. Paul dispels the false teachings
by emphasizing the supremacy of Christ over all human actions
and philosophies.

OUTLINE
= Supremacy of Christ (1)
= Freedom in Christ (2)
= Christian living (3-4)

JESUS IN COLOSSIANS The epistle to the Colossians
emphasizes Jesus’ divinity in a wonderful way: “The Son is the
image of the invisible God” (1:15). Since Jesus is God, he is

at the center of the whole universe, and through him, God is
reconciling “all things, whether things on earth or thingsin
heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the
cross” (1:20).

KEY VERSE

“For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form. . ..
He is the head over every power and authority.”

—Colossians 2:9-10
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A LETTER ABOUT HOPE IN THE
FACE OF PERSECUTION

WRITTEN c. ap 50-52 by the apostle Paul to Christians
in Thessalonica

PURPOSE To express Paul’s care for believers and to
encourage them.

SUMMARY Paul and Silas, facing violent persecution in
Thessalonica, were forced to flee the city (Acts 17:1-10). It is

no wonder then that Paul spends the first three chapters of this
letter discussing his actions and absence. Paul then encourages
believers to live holy lives, despite enduring persecution,
because Christis coming again.

OUTLINE
= Paul’s actions and absence (1-3)
= Believers who have died (4)
= The day of the Lord (5)

KEY VERSE “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven
. . with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise
first.” —1 Thessalonians 4:16

Jesus in 1 & 2 Thessalonians

Jesus told his disciples that he would come again. Someday, there will
be a new heaven and a new earth. When Jesus returns, we will be in
God'’s presence forever and God will “wipe every tear from [our] eyes”
(Revelation 21:4).

When Christ returns, he will put an end to all the suffering and
persecution we live through now. Jesus promises us that the Holy Spirit
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WRITTEN c. Ap 50-52 by the apostle Paul to Christians
in Thessalonica

PURPOSE To stress the importance of being ready for
Christ’s return.

SUMMARY Written about six months after Paul’s first letter
to the Thessalonians, this second letter echoes many themes
in the first. Paul also warns believers not to be idle because
everyone must be prepared for Christ’s return.

OUTLINE
= Thanksgiving and prayer (1)
= Standing firm (2)
= Warnings against laziness (3)

KEY VERSE
“Stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on to you.”
—2 Thessalonians 2:15

will comfort and strengthen us through these difficult
times (John 14). Paul writes in 2 Thessalonians, “But
the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you and
protect you from the evil one” (3:3). Jesus kept, and
continues to keep, his promises to strengthen and
comfort us until the day of his second coming.
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1 TIMOTAY

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LEADING A CHURCH

WRITTEN c. Ap 62-66 by the apostle Paul to Timothy,
ayoung pastor in Ephesus

PURPOSE To remove false doctrine and suggest proper
church leadership.

SUMMARY In this letter, Paul gives instructions to Timothy,
a young pastor dealing with false teachings within the church
in Ephesus.

OUTLINE
= Proper worship (1-3)
® Correct doctrine (4)
= Dealing with church
members (5)
= Final instructions (6)

JESUSIN 1 TIMOTHY The letter

to Timothy is a practical letter

about the church, especially its Timothy, whose father
life and teachings. Jesus is our was a Greek and mother
Savior, our Mediator, and the Lord aJewish Ch”St'a”'
of the church. All worship and traveled with Paul on
organization within the body falls his second missionary
under Jesus’ Lordship. journey (Acts 16:1-5).
Paul spoke very highly of
KEY VERSE Timothy, saying,
“Don’t let anyone look down on you “I'have no one else
because you are young, but set an like him, who will
example for the believers in speech, show genuine concern
in conduct, in love, in faith and in for your welfare”
purity.” —1 Timothy 4:12 (Philippians 2:20).
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WRITTEN c. Ap 66-67 by the apostle Paul to Timothy, a young
pastor in Ephesus

PURPOSE To encourage Timothy to remain faithful in ministry
even in the midst of suffering.

SUMMARY Written from prison in Rome, this second letter
to Timothy is perhaps Paul’s last letter. Paul encourages the
young pastor to persevere in preaching the gospel through
hardships, and to hold fast to Scripture and guard the gospel
against false teachings.

OUTLINE

The gospel (1)

False teachers (2)

Preaching the word of God (3)
Final instructions (4)

JESUSIN 2 TIMOTHY Eternal glory is the reward for all who
have faith in Christ, who died and rose from the dead. Jesus is
the righteous judge of everyone (2 Timothy 4:1, 8). Those who
endure suffering for the sake of the gospel will someday be
rewarded; those who live immoral lives and cause suffering to
believers will be punished.

KEY VERSE
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness.” —2 Timothy 3:16
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= TITUS

INSTRUCTIONS FOR CHURCH
LEADERSHIP AND UPRIGHT LIVING

WRITTEN c. ap 64-66 by the apostle Paul to Titus, a pastor
in Crete

PURPOSE To encourage Christians to do good works.

SUMMARY Titus was a Gentile convert who traveled with Paul
to Jerusalem (Galatians 2:1-5). Paul left Titus in charge of the
churches on the island of Crete. This letter provides instructions
about responsible church leadership, correct doctrine, and
godly living.

OUTLINE
= Appointing elders (1)
= Doing good works (2-3)

JESUSINTITUS In his advice to Titus, Paul reminds us that
Jesus is at the center of the gospel. Jesus is our Savior, blessed
hope, and Lord. We no longer subscribe to the ways of the
world. When we profess our faith in Jesus, our lives should line
up according to that belief.

KEY VERSE

“God our Savior . . . saved us, not because of righteous things we
had done, but because of his mercy.” —Titus 3:4-5
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> PHILEMUN"" MUY

AN APPEAL FOR RECONCILIATION

WRITTEN c. Ap 60-62 by the apostle Paul to Philemon
in Colossae

PURPOSE To ask Philemon to forgive and accept Onesimus.

SUMMARY Philemon, a leader in the church in Colossae, was
the owner of a runaway slave named Onesimus. Later, after
meeting Paul and becoming a Christian, Onesimus wanted
reconciliation with his old master. This letter is a direct appeal
from Paul to Philemon to accept Onesimus back “no longer as a
slave, but . .. as adear brother” (verse 16).

OUTLINE (verses)
= Paul commends Philemon (1-7)
= Paul’s appeal to Philemon (8-22)
= Final greetings (23-25)

JESUS IN PHILEMON Jesus said, “I have come that they may
have life, and have it to the full” (John 10:10). Jesus died to
provide life and freedom to all people, so that there is neither
“slave or free, but Christis all, and isin all” (Colossians 3:11).

KEY VERSE

“Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while
was that you might have him back forever—no longer as a slave,
but better than a slave, as a dear brother.” —Philemon 15-16
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HEBREWS

A SUPERIOR COVENANT

WRITTEN c. Ap 60-69 by an unknown author to a Jewish
Christian audience

PURPOSE To emphasize the superiority of Christ over the
old covenant.

SUMMARY Jesus Christ is superior to the angels, the Old
Testament prophets, Moses, the priesthood, and the sacrificial
system. This is the message of Hebrews. Jesus’ death on the
cross fulfilled the Old Testament. Jesus leads his followers into
God’s rest, and this is a journey of faith (see chapter 11).

OUTLINE
= Supremacy of Christ (1-4)
= New covenant (5-10)
= The life of faith (11-13)

JESUS IN HEBREWS Jesus is the supreme and superior
mediator, the sinless High Priest. There is no longer a need for
repeated sacrifices because Jesus is the one and only sacrifice.
Jesus’ sacrifice provides all who believe in him access to the
holy God.

KEY VERSE

“Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us,
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.”
—Hebrews 12:1-2
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Heroes of the Faith in Hebrews 11

“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about
what we do not see. This is what the ancients were commended for.”
—Hebrews 11:1-2

HEBREWS
NAME BY FAITH... REFERENCE

ABEL
ENOCH
NOAH
ABRAHAM

SARAH
ISAAC
JACOB
JOSEPH
MOSES
RAHAB
GIDEON
BARAK
SAMSON
JEPHTHAH
DAVID
SAMUEL

He offered an acceptable sacrifice.

He pleased God and was taken to him.

He built the ark.

He followed God and believed his
promises.

She was enabled to bear children.
He blessed his sons’ futures.

He blessed Joseph’s sons.

He spoke prophetically of the exodus.
He kept the first Passover.

She kept the Israelite spies safe.

He won a great battle.

He won a great battle.

He fought the Philistines.

He won a great battle.

He was a man after God’s own heart.

He was a prophet and judge of Israel.

11:4
11:5
117
11:8-19

11:11
11:20
11:21
11:22
11:23-28
11:31
11:32-40
11:32-40
11:32-40
11:32-40
11:32-40
11:32-40
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' ALETTER ABOUT HAVING A LIVING FAITH

AMES

WRITTEN c. Ap 49 by James to a Jewish Christian audience
PURPOSE To encourage believers to have faith that is active.
SUMMARY James addresses

Christians who had become
arrogant: showing favoritism to the
wealthy, using their words to harm
others, and failing to serve people
in need. While salvation is by faith
in Jesus, James reminds readers
that having faith doesn’t excuse
anyone from living out that faith

by doing the good things God has

called them to do. James was the half-
brother of Jesus
OUTLINE (mentioned in Galatians
= Perseverance (1) 1:19) who was martyred
= Favoritism (2:1-13) in Jerusalem for his faith
= Faith and deeds (2:14-26) 7 2 G2,
= Words and wisdom (3)
= Humility (4)
= Patience and prayer (5)

JESUS IN JAMES Although the letter of James mentions Jesus
only twice (1:1; 2:1), Jesus’ wonderful Sermon on the Mount in
the Gospel of Matthew shines throughout the letter.

KEY VERSE
“As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds
is dead.”—James 2:26
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James’ Use of the Sermon on the Mount

JAMES TEACHING MATTHEW

1:2

1:4

1:5

1:17
1:20
1:22
2:5

2:10
2:13
3:12
3:18
4:2-3
4:4
4:9-10
4:11-12
4:13-14
5:2-5

Joy in the midst of trials

Exhortation to be perfect
Asking God for good things
God the giver of all good things

Warnings against anger

Becoming hearers and doers of the word

The poor inherit the kingdom

Keeping the whole law

Being merciful to receive mercy
Being known by our fruits

The blessings of peacemakers

Ask and you will receive

Serving God vs. friendship with the world

Comfort for mourners

Warnings against judging others

Living for today

Moth and rust spoiling earthly treasures

5:10-12
5:48
7:7-11
71
5:22
7:24-27
53,5
5:19
57
7:16-20
59
7:7-8
6:24
54
7:1-5
6:34
6:19
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A LETTER ABOUT SUFFERING

WRITTEN c. Ap 64-65 by the
apostle Peter to Christians in Asia
Minor (modern-day Turkey)

Peter, one of Jesus’
twelve disciples, was a
fisherman who became

PURPOSE To call Christians atop leader in the early

to holy living even in the face of church. Itis believed

suffering. that he was crucified
for his faith during

SUMMARY As persecution of
Christians increased in the time of
the apostles, this letter encourages
faithfulness and Christ-like
behavior through very difficult
circumstances.

OUTLINE
= Blessings (1)
= Relationships (2)
= Suffering (3)
= Holiness (4)
= Standing firm (5)

KEY VERSE
“But just as he who called you is
holy, so be holy in all you do.”
—1 Peter 1:15

Emperor Nero's
persecution of
Christians in Rome
around Ap 64-68.
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PROPHECIES AND PROMISES OF GOD

WRITTEN c. ap 64-65 by the apostle Peter to Christians
(possibly in Asia Minor)

PURPOSE To urge believers not to waver in their faith.

SUMMARY This second letter warns believers against false
teachers, encourages them to grow strong in their faith, and

instructs them regarding the promised return of Jesus. Peter

emphasizes that the prophetic word and apostolic testimony
are not human creations, but are reliable testimonies.

OUTLINE
= Qurcalling (1)
= False teachers (2)
= Day of the Lord (3)

KEY VERSE

“For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets,
though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the
Holy Spirit.” —2 Peter 1:21

Jesus in 1 & 2 Peter

Jesus gave his life for us; he knows suffering. God is with us, even in
times when we feel alone and defeated. Knowing that Jesus will return
gives us hope to continue being faithful and obedient to God. When
Jesus returns, all our pain and suffering will be redeemed and we will be
with him forever.
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A LETTER ABOUT LOVE

WRITTEN c. Ap 85-95 by the apostle John to Christians in
Asia Minor

PURPOSE To emphasize Jesus’ humanity and love.

SUMMARY The longest of John’s three epistles, this letter
focuses on love: God’s love through Jesus and our love for one
another. It also refutes false teachers who were claiming Jesus
only appeared to be human. Jesus was in fact fully human—and
fully God.

OUTLINE
= Light, love, and truth (1-3)
= Christin the flesh (4)
= Keeping God’s commands (5)

KEY VERSE

“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life
for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and
sisters.”—1John 3:16

John, the Apostle

| John, the younger brother of the apostle
i '_ James, was called the “disciple whom

| Jesus loved” (John 13:23). He wrote three
epistles, the Gospel of John, and Revelation.
Stories suggest that he died of natural



ay
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A LETTER ABOUT DISCERNMENT

WRITTEN c. Ap 85-95 by the apostle John to “the lady chosen
by God” (1:1), possibly an expression meaning “the church”

PURPOSE To warn believers against falling into deception.

SUMMARY False teachers were corrupting the gospel by
denying that Jesus came in the flesh. This short letter reminds
believers that love, which means walking in God’s commands,
also includes being discerning so Christians will not deceived
by false teachings.

OUTLINE (verses)
= Love (1-6)
= False teachings (7-11)
= Final greetings (12-13)

KEY VERSE

“And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands.”
—2John6

91



ALETTER ABOUT LOVING OTHERS
VS. LOVING TO BE FIRST

WRITTEN c. ap 85-95 by the apostle John to Gaius, a Christian
in Asia Minor

PURPOSE To praise Gaius for his loyalty and criticize
Diotrephes for his pride.

SUMMARY This third letter—the shortest book in the New
Testament—was written to commend Gaius for his love,
faithfulness, and hospitality, but also to denounce Diotrephes
for acting arrogantly, gossiping, and refusing to welcome
other believers.

OUTLINE (verses)
= John commends Gaius (1-8)
= John rebukes Diotrephes (9-10)
= Final greetings (11-14)

KEY VERSE

“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in
the truth.” —3 John 4

Jesusin1, 2 & 3 John

Jesus came to this world in the flesh and he died for the forgiveness of
sins and the salvation of those who believe in him. When we believe in
Jesus we are adopted into God’s family. We are God’s beloved children.
As God’s children, we love and obey God our Father and we love our
fellow brothers and sisters and treat them with kindness and hospitality.
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A LETTER ABOUT CONTENDING
FOR THE FAITH

WRITTEN b 60s-80s (date unknown) by Jude to
Christians everywhere

PURPOSE To warn against false teachers.

SUMMARY Jude—]esus’ half-brother, mentioned in Matthew
13:55 (aka “Judas”)—penned this short letter to encourage
believers to “contend for the faith” (verse 3). False teachers had
come into the church seeking to “pervert the grace of our God
into a license for immorality” (verse 4).

OUTLINE (verses)
= Greetings (1-4)
= False teachers (5-19)
= Final greetings (20-25)

JESUS IN JUDE Jesus protects us and helps us reach the
goal to bein his presence. While our task is to remain aware
and cautious of false teachings, Christ gives us the strength to
be faithful.

KEY VERSE

“To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present
you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy.”
—Jude 24
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EREENET . . 9 .
THE BOOK OF REVELATION

The book of Revelation is a type of writing known as apocalyptic
literature. Apocalyptic literature reveals God’s plans that were
hidden to humanity. The message is conveyed through signs,
symbols, dreams, and visions.

Despite many disagreements about the meaning of the book,
there are important agreements among Christians:

= The message of the book is relevant for Christians today.

= The book’s purpose is to provide hope and encouragement
for believers.

= The book is clear on three points:
1. Christ is coming back and will judge humanity.
2. The powers of evil are doomed before Christ.

3. God promises a wonderful future for all who believe
in Christ.
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REVELATION

VISIONS THAT REVEAL GOD'S
GLORY AND TRIUMPH

WRITTEN c. Ap 85-95 by the apostle John on the island of
Patmos to seven churches in Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey)

PURPOSE To give hope to persecuted Christians and to
provide a vision of Christ’s return.

SUMMARY Christians in John’s day faced severe persecution.
The messages in Revelation remind believers that even when
evil seems so strong, God is in control of history. God will
ultimately defeat Satan and his forces. The Lord will renew his
creation and live among his people.

OUTLINE
= Vision of Christ (1)
= Seven churches, seals, trumpets,
histories, and bowls (2-16)
= Fall of Babylon (17-18)
= Visions of theend (19-21)
= |nvitation to come (22)

JESUS IN REVELATION In his visions of heaven, John sees
Jesus as he is: the ascended and glorified Lord, who is worthy of
all worship. His promises to give rest and peace to his followers
will be fulfilled in the new heavens and the new earth.

KEY VERSE
“He who testifies to these things says, ‘Yes, | am coming soon.’
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.” —Revelation 22:20
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